
SHAWNI 

ASSOCIATE 

OVERVIEW 

Shawni prepares and prosecutes U.S. patent applications and assists with the 
preparation and prosecution of international and foreign patent applications. 

 
Shawni is part of our Software group and has a background in applied 
computing and legal studies. Before law school, she worked in operations and 
logistics, managing teams, client relations, and business systems at a civil 
contracting firm. She also held roles in maritime logistics and academic 
support, gaining hands-on experience in project coordination and technical 
instruction. Her capstone research focused on improving legal responses to 
cybercrime, combining her interests in technology and law. Outside of work, 
she’s an avid paraglider, scuba diver, and kiteboarding enthusiast. 

 
Shawni joined Klarquist in 2024 as a summer associate and became an 
associate in 2025.  
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

🞂 Keystone Contracting Incorporated | Senior Operations Manager, 2020 – 
Present | Field Operator, 2016 – 2020 | Ridgefield, WA  

🞂 Pacific Maritime Association | Longshoreman – Administrative Assistant & 
Logistics Specialist, 2019 - Present | Seattle, WA 

🞂 University of Washington, School of STEM | Teacher’s Assistant for the 
Computing and Software Systems Division, 2020 | Seattle, WA 

EDUCATION 

J.D., Lewis & Clark Law 
School, 2025  
 

B.A., Applied Computing, 
Minor in Law, Societies 
and Justice, University of 
Washington, 2020 

 
ADMISSIONS 

Oregon, 2025 
 

U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, 2025 
(Reg. No. 83,875) 

 
PRACTICE AREAS 

Patents 

Trademarks 

Litigation 

 
TECHNOLOGY AREAS 

Software & Internet 
Technology 

HONORS & AWARDS 

🞂 Recipient, Intellectual Property Dean Scholarship, Lewis & Clark Law 
School, 2022 – 2025  

M. VAN VESSEM 

503.595.5300 | shawni.vanvessem@klarquist.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


